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Appendix A – an account of the buildings at Druridge Bay obtained by Harry 
Beamish of the National Trust 

 POST-WAR BUILDINGS AT DRURIDGE 

 
Jimmy Nugent recalls the use of Druridge Links and Druridge Bay as an Air to 
Ground and Air to Sea range from 19?? until 19?? (Druridge bay is still used as 
an Air to Air range). The surviving concrete buildings (originally 4 or 5 in number, 
running north from the present car park entrance) were target bunkers occupied 
by the range staff who raised and lowered targets of slatted wood painted with a 
target roundel and mounted on gantries on the buildings and repaired damage 
following hits. The aircraft approached over Amble and circled inland to 
approach the range from landwards so that spent ammunition and overshoots 
fell in the dunes or the sea. Offshore, towed or moored targets were also used 
(towing being provided by RAF Air Sea Rescue launches from ? Amble). The 
operation of the range was controlled from a building by the roadside c. 1.0 km 
inland (now enlarged as a private house - `Stonecroft'). Approaching aircraft 
were cleared by radio for live firing if the sea area was free of small craft or told 
to use dummies (camera gun) only if there was a risk to craft. The radar at RAF 
Boulmer provided cover for the range. 
 
The larger of the two surviving buildings is at NZ 2760 9652 [Shown on O.S. 
1/10,000 Sheet NZ 29 NE published 1984]. It is a rectangular building of mass 
concrete set on the inland side of a sand dune. The long axis is aligned 
approximately N/S (parallel with the coast) and measures c. 7.75 metres. The 
openings are in the seaward side (facing away from the approaching aircraft!) 
and take the form of a blocked steel framed doorway and a long slot with a steel 
shutter high up on the wall (the original opening s must have been larger as the 
opening in the mass concrete is infilled in brick). There are two additional 
ventilation openings at the top of this wall to serve the building when the range 
was active and the main openings would be closed. The shorter E/W axis is c. 
6.75 metres and the height of the building to the roof plinth is about 3.5 metres. 
Erosion at the SE corner has revealed a substantial concrete raft and a length of 
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saltglazed sanitary pipe marked: J.Jameson and Son Ltd  Corbridge on Tyne  
England. 
The roof slab is topped by three evenly spaced concrete ribs running E/W which 
were presumably the base from the target gantry. A circular hole in the roof slab 
noted inside the building close to the S wall may perhaps have been for a stove 
pipe. 
A large block of mass concrete (originally ground fast) with two slots in the top 
lies near the SE corner of the building (perhaps a further support for the 
gantry?). 
 
A smaller mass concrete building further north at NZ 2751 9684 measures N/S 
3.5m;E/W 2.8m height 2.75m and with walls c.0.25m thick. The original opening 
have been blocked and rendered over but are again on the seaward side and 
appear to be a doorway and slot not unlike those of the larger building. There 
are no indications of roof mounted fixtures (sand on the roof slab might suggest 
that the building was bunded originally?). A large earth fast steel pipe was noted 
just to the E of the building. 




