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Plate 4: Aerial photograph showing site of the former hamlet of Chester on the Water in the 
field immediately east (right of) the present farm building complex. A remnant of the line of 
the medieval main street of the hamlet, Watry Lane, is visible as a hollow-way in the 
foreground to the right of the present tree-lined access. © Northamptonshire County 
Council. 
 



Chester Farm, Northamptonshire: Understanding Chester Farm  

Archaeo-Environment Ltd   28 

for Northamptonshire County Council  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 9: Interpretation of aerial photograph (Plate 4) showing settlement of Chester on the 
Water. © Northamptonshire County Council. 
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The 14th century - Economic decline 
2.2.14 Economic recession in the 14th century saw the abandonment or shrinkage of a 

number of villages and the desertion of marginal agricultural land in the region 
(Foard 2004). Little is currently known about the impact of this decline on the 
settlement at Chester but documents make references to at least six or so houses 
continuing in existence in the 16th and 17th centuries (Brown 1978, 16). 

 
The surviving earthworks 

2.2.15 Today Chester on the Water survives as a series of visible archaeological 
earthworks including parts of the Watry Lane, once the main street. Some extant 
structures still remain and are incorporated into the later farm complex. This 
deserted medieval village (DMV) has been subject to archaeological survey but not 
to any significant excavation. 

 

 
Plate 5:  Possible house platform at the former hamlet of Chester on the Water, looking east. 

 
Gaps in our understanding 

2.2.16 Further research into the documentary record is required in order to better 
understand the site’s manorial development and how Chester on the Water fits into 
the wider pattern of medieval settlement in the county. 
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Period 5: The 17th and 18th centuries - Chester House and Farm 
 
The decline of the hamlet and rise of the estate 

2.2.17 The final demise of the hamlet of Chester on the Water probably dates to the 18th 
century. By the late 17th century the resident Ekin family had probably begun to set 
out a more formal parkland, including the gardens, orchards, walks and rides as 
shown on a 1756 estate map (see below).  The peasant hamlet fell into terminal 
decline as this development became pre-eminent in the landscape. More research 
is needed to show whether this was a natural process or directly caused by an 
intention to ‘remove’ the village. 

Figure 10: Earthwork survey of 
Chester by the Water (Brown 
1978, 18) 




