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Plate 27 
Demolition of 
Cape Insulation 
buildings, 
possibly in the 
1980s. Photo from 
Washington Town 
Centre Library 
RIV 119-21.  
Top picture = 
Zone A. Middle 
picture is modern 
Cape Insulation 
building in the 
distance, Zone E. 
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Plate 28 
Demolition of 
Cape Insulation 
buildings, 
possibly in the 
1980s. Photo from 
Washington Town 
Centre Library 
RIV 122-4. 
Middle picture is 
view from top of 
spoil tip, Zone B. 
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Plate 29.Aerial 
photograph taken 
for Washington 
Development 
Corporation 1964 
from Washington 
Town Centre 
Library. 

Plate 30 Aerial 
photograph taken 
for Washington 
Development 
Corporation 1979 
from Washington 
Town Centre 
Library. 
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Plate 31 Aerial 
photograph taken 
for Washington 
Development 
Corporation 1983 
from Washington 
Town Centre 
Library. 

Plate 32 Aerial 
photograph taken 
for Washington 
Development 
Corporation 1985 
from Washington 
Town Centre 
Library. 



Desk Top Assessment: Washington Chemical Works 

Archaeo-Environment Ltd: Washington Chemical Works for City of Sunderland 
 

87

 

Plate 33 Aerial 
photograph taken 
for Washington 
Development 
Corporation 1987 
from Washington 
Town Centre 
Library. 
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Sources Consulted 
 
Grey Literature and Organisations 
Atkins. Pattinson South Industrial Estate Site 22/5. Washington, Tyne and Wear. 
Phase 2. Geo-environmental Investigation Vol 1 and 2. January 2004. 
Cranstone, D and Rimmington, N 2000 Chemical Industries Step 1 Report for English 
Heritage 
Geological Survey of Great Britain (England and Wales) 1:50,000 scale sheet 21 
Sunderland Solid and Drift edition. 
Geological Survey of Great Britain (England and Wales) OS 1:10,560. Sheet 
NZ35NW Durham 1868-9. 
Tyne and Wear HER 
English Heritage NMR 
Sunderland City Council  
 
 
Ordnance Survey maps 
1st edition 25” 
6” surveyed in 1857, published in 1862 Durham 13 
1896 1:2,500 
1898 2nd edition 6” Durham 13 
1920 1:2,500 
1921 6” 
Revised 1939, published 1946 1:2,500 
 
 
Publications 
Atkinson, F 1974. The Industrial Archaeology of North East England vol 1. 
Austin, D 1982. The Boldon Book. 
British Association. 1949 Scientific Survey of the North Eastern England. Published 
by the Local Executive Committee. 
Campbell, W A 1964 The Old Tyneside Chemical Trade 
Campbell, W A 1971 The Chemical Industry 
Fordyce, W 1857. The History of the County Palatine of Durham vol II. 
Hind, Albert, L 1976 History and Folklore of Old Washington 
Iblley, S 1983 Washington: Quicker by Quango. The History of Washington New 
Town. 
Kelly’s Directory of Durham 1938 
Llewelyn-Davies Weeks and partners. Undated. Washington New Town Masterplan 
and Report for Washington Development Corporation. 
Miller, S and Nairn, G 1998. The People’s History Around Washington. 
Pevsner 1990. The Buildings of England. Durham. 
Pigot and Co 1834 National Commercial Directories 
Riden, P and Owen, J G 1995 British Blast Furnace Statistics 1790-1980. 
Slater’s Royal National Commercial Directory 1848 
Turner and Newall Ltd 1970 (?). Turner and Newall: the first fifty years 1920-1970. 
Warren, K 1980. Chemical Foundations. The Alkali Industry in Britain to 1926. 
Washington Development Corporation 1976. Washington. Ten Years of Progress. 
Whellan, F 1894. History and Topography and Directory of the County Palatine of 
Durham. 
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A sketch of the Leblanc Process unattributed – from Tyne and Wear HER 
 
Tyne and Wear Archives 
1759/72  Plan of Washington Chemical Company Ltd, Turner and Newall Ltd, 

1:2500. Redrawn and revised 11.9.52 
 Plan of Newalls Insulation and Chemical Company Ltd 1:2500 

Revised 1971 Drawing 120.A.18/D 
 Plan of Newalls Insulation and Chemical Company Ltd. 1:200. 

Drawing No. 120.A.18. Revised 18.3.1969. 
 Plan of Washington Chemical Company Branch of Turner and Newall 

Ltd. 1:2500 drawing No. 120A18. Revised 26.5.1938 
  
1759/1 Abstract of the title of RJ Newall esq to leasehold premises at 

Washington dated 11.8.1845, with additions dated 20.12.1875. 
1759/2 Abstract of Title of R S Newall to leashold premises at Barmston dated 

14 October 1850. 
1759/3 Lease of land dated 10.10.1856 
1759/4 Abstract of the title of RS Newall to leasehold premises at Barmston 

dated 26 March 1864 
1759/5 Assignment of premises at Washington dated 11.8.1845. 
1759/8 Lease of premises at Washington dated 14.2.1856 (only half the 

document read as conservation was required). 
1759/10 Indenture concerning land on Washington Farm dated 20.12.1875. 
1759/11 Lease of ground at Barmston dated 10.10.1856. 
1759/13 Indenture dated 1850 between Hugh lee Pattinson and the Marquis of 

Londonderry for land in Barmston and Peareaths Staith. 
1759/32 Agreement for sale and purchase between FS Newall and the 

Washington Chemical Company dated 1.7.1893. (Includes a useful 
summary of previous leases). 

1759/33 Agreement for lease of Washington Wire Rope Works (draft) from RS 
Newall and son Ltd to the Washington Chemical Company Ltd 1903.  

1759/62 Agreement on sale and purchase of magnesia Cork Coverings between 
the Washington Chemical Company Ltd and Newall’s Insulation Co 
Ltd dated2.10.1908. Also a letter regarding the formation of the new 
company dated 1908. Also an undated and unassigned list of pros and 
cons regarding the best venue for the new company: Washington or 
Hull? And Memorandum and Articles of Association of Magnesia 
Coverings Ltd 1903 

1759/63 Letter dated 9.12.1908 regarding the creation of a new company 
 Letter dated 11.5.1922 from Washington Chemical Company to 

solicitors regarding the patent for the manufacture of hydrated 
carbonate of magnesium. 

1759/92 Mortgage deeds 
DC/WS/1/9 Minute concerning the purchase of land from Turner and Newalls by 

Washington Development Corporation 6.11.1972. 
DC/WS/2 Papers presented to Washington Development Corporation 
UD/WS/43/1 1898-1901 Building Control 
UD/WS/44/5 Proposed ambulance garage at Washington Chemical Works 4.9.1919. 
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Sunderland Local Studies 
Sunderland Echo 7.3.1963; 14.3.1963; 21.3.1963; 2.5.1963?; undated but probably 

1963; 
 
Durham University Palace Green Archives 
Tithe Map: tithes in the township of Washington in the county of Durham. 1843. 
 
Washington Town Centre Library 
Collection of images of Washington Chemical Works: 
RIV 008; 016; 017; 019; 020; 026; 032; 045; 112; 113; 114; 115; 116; 118;  119; 120; 

121; 122; 123; 124; 137; 157; 166; 168; 190 
Aerial Photographs taken for the Washington Development Corporation in 1964,  
 
Beamish Museum 
Photo numbers 16158,93483,3948,3963a,3963b,3937. 
 
Durham Records Office 
D/Bo/G99/12-15 Extracts from leases to land in Barmston and Washington used as 

sites for the manufacture of chemicals, lead and magnesia 
1845,1850,1856. 

DBo/G99/16 Letter from J Sewell to Hugh Lee Pattinson re his proposal for raising a 
mortgage on the chemical works 24.4.1856. 

D/Bo/G99/17-18 Letter from T Bell and J Sewell re the prosperity of the chemical 
works 30.4.1856. 

D/Bo/G99/19-21 Valuation of the Washington Chemical Works with analysis of 
expenditure (1843-1855). June 1856 

D/Bo/G99/22 Draft letter from T Bell to John Sewell, Gresham House re above 
valuation, 14 June 1856. 

D/Bo/G99/23-25 Description and valuation of the buildings on the site of the 
chemical works 14 June 1856. 

 
 
Aerial Photographs NMR 
RAF/CPE/UK/2352 1:10,000. 4.10.1942 
RAF/540/1792 1:10,000. 13.3.1956 
RAF/106G/UK/1038. 1:10,000. 27.11.1945. 
OS/75348.1:7,500 
MAL/64688. 1:2,400 
 
Internet Sites 
www.multimap.com 
http://www.ybrik.freeserve.co.uk/Then&now 
http://www.thenortheast.fsnet.co.uk/page80.htm 
http://www.afundit.co.uk/washington1.htm 
http://website.lineone.net/~pjoiner/genuki/DUR/washington/ 
http://sine.ncl.ac.uk 
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/library/speccoll/dagart3.html 
http://www.lkaz.demon.co.uk/ban37.htm (British Asbestos Newsletter) 
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Future potential sources of information 
 
Beamish Museum have 6 photographs of the site but delivery of these pictures was 
too late to incorporate fully into the study. Consequently only poor quality 
photocopies were seen, with the exception of the image used on the front cover of this 
report. If photo quality copies are ordered, it may be possible to locate individual 19th 
century buildings in sufficient detail to plot them on to the 1st and 2nd edition OS 
maps. 
Gateshead Public Library – has information relating to the Felling Chemical Works 
check to ensure that no additional information on Washington 
Durham County Record Office – sources already checked, but other records relating 
to Washington may include additional information. 
Newcastle upon Tyne Chemical Society minutes etc. 
British Association records (Hugh Lee Pattinson became a vice president of the 
chemical section in 1838. He was also a fellow of the Geological Society) 
Royal Society (Hugh Lee Pattinson was elected a Fellow in 1852) 
Chemical Trades Journal 
Lunge Georg, Sulphuric Acid and Alkali – early source material on the chemical 
processes. 
Hurter, The Alkali Makers Handbook – early source material on the chemical 
processes. 
Tweedale, Geoffrey. 2000. Magic Mineral to Killer Dust: Turner & Newall and the 
Asbestos Hazard. 
Tyne and Wear Archives have many records relating to this site. These were 
prioritised according to those thought most likely to contain information necessary for 
the DTA. However any future research into the site may benefit from looking at 
additional records not listed in the sources consulted above. 
 
 
 




